
Fourth Sunday of Easter – Apr 25, 2021 
Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland of the 
Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital status, physical 
and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic and religious status, you will 
be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us to live in 
harmony.   

 

GATHERING SONG 654 The Church’s One Foundation (Verses 1, 4 & 5)  
 

GREETING  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY - Let us pray.   Holy and righteous God, you are the author of 
life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live 
as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: I JOHN 3:16-24 
 16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to 
lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the 
world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by 
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before 
him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he 
knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before 
God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him. 
  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his 
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 23 

     1The Lord is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired 
hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 
my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay 
down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I 
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life 
in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 
received this command from my Father.” The Gospel of the Lord.. Praise to you 
O Christ 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY 780 Shepherd Me, O God 

CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
On this fourth Sunday of Easter, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all in any 
need, responding to each petition with the words, “Abide with us in love.” 

A brief silence. 

God of goodness and mercy, we pray for the church: that bishops, pastors, and 
deacons be upheld in their tasks as shepherds of your flock; and that congregations 
persevere in their ministries of nurture of the young and care for the aging. 

A brief silence. 
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O God, steadfast shepherd of the church, we pray: 
Abide with us in love. 

We pray for members of other world religions: that there be an end to interreligious 
strife; that Sikhs be comforted in their sorrow; and that during Ramadan Muslims be 
strengthened for lives of prayer and service. 

A brief silence. 

O God, gracious keeper of many flocks, we pray: 
Abide with us in love. 

We pray for the earth: that green pastures and clear waters be provided for herds and 
flocks, those raised for human use and those living wild; and that farm fields be saved 
from storm or drought. 

A brief silence. 

O God, mighty preserver of the universe, we pray: 
Abide with us in love. 

We pray for the nations of the earth: that governments cease aggression against their 
neighbors; that peace come to Afghanistan, Syria, and Myanmar. 

A brief silence: 

O God, the true cornerstone of society, we pray: 
Abide with us in love. 

We pray for justice in our land: that criminal justice systems continue to be reformed; 
that ethnic and economic prejudices cease their holds on our people; and that there be 
peace in our streets. 

A brief silence. 

O God, almighty judge of righteousness, we pray: 
Abide with us in love. 

We pray for those who are hungry: the unemployed, the underemployed, those living in 
refugee camps or on our streets, the migrants seeking a better life; that they be fed. 

A brief silence. 

O God, benevolent table of food and fellowship, we pray: 
Abide with us in love. 

We pray for all who are sick or suffering: for those stricken with the coronavirus, 
especially in India and Brazil; for the children who have known continual sorrow; and for 
those we name here before you: Tim, Diane, Terri, Beth, Lynne, Paul, Michael, Dennis, 
and Harley. 

A brief silence. 

O God, healer of our every ill, we pray: 
Abide with us in love. 

We pray finally for ourselves: that you will receive the petitions of our hearts. 

A longer period of silence. 

O God, tender shepherd of each of us, we pray: 
Abide with us in love. 
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We praise you for all the sheep of your fold, each lamb of your own flock. Bring us with 
all the saints to dwell in your house forever. 

A brief silence. 

O God, eternal giver of life, we pray: 
Abide with us in love. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
PEACE   The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.   Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.   Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may 
bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

SENDING SONG 789 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead us ((Verses 1, 3, & 4)  

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 










